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In order to promote the development of “ child friendly cities/communities,
which seeks to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child at the local level, the
characteristics of the mechanisms for the evaluation of municipal child policies, conducted in a
variety of manners in different parts of the world, were analyzed as to: (i) evaluation proposed by
international bodies (UNICEF); (ii) evaluation on the initiative of central governments; and (iii)
evaluation undertaken by local municipalities on their own. The analysis indicates that, while the
progress had been speedily achieved in the cases of (i) and (ii), challenges remained in terms of
respecting local autonomy and of ensuring agency of children and other citizens. The case (iii)
showed that it is difficult to replicate progressive initiatives in other municipalities,

highlighting the importance of working on municipalities and other stakeholders by independent
actors.
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