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Significance and issues of tourism in cooperative management of national forest
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The roles of tourism in cooperative management of national forest (so-called
model project: MP) through various stakeholders was investigated to clarify its influences on local
community development and natural resources management. Scientific investigation of natural

resources has made much progress and some guided tour activities related to MP have started in
recent years. But their effects on activating whole local tourism activities was limited. For
Effective use of tourism in MP, sufficient involvement of local administrations and residents to MP
is indispensable. In this regard, the transition from MP to UNESCO Biosphere Reserve is the one of
the active solution to involving more local stakeholders. Getting the participation and cooperation
of local communities to the national forest management, it is the key to reaffirm the existence
value of the national forest itself. Utilize the function of tourism that visualize the value of

forest ecosystem services should be important.
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