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1 This study, based on the latest research on the ethics of Hellenism
philosophy and the late antique history, surveys the theoretical formation and development of "
virtue" related to wealth and poverty in late antiquity, which was established in the foundation of
their rhetorical discourse, as a result of detailed reading of the original Latin text of Seneca,
Augustine, and others. (2) As a result, it will integrate these two disciplines into the research in

the history of ideas and open up the perspective towards the commitments confronting the actual

settings beyond the limitation of today’ s virtue ethics.
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