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Sir Nikolaus Pevsner is known today as an art historian with a vast number
of publications, and the subjects of those publications reflect the wide range of his interest in
artistic creativity. Admiring the monumental achievements of this scholar, one cannot but ask what
drove Pevsner to explore art in such a wide and varied way. The answer seems to lie in his role as
a social reformer who aimed to improve the standard of living of the general public through
art-historical education, for instance, by presenting modern design as ‘ the only adequate
expression’ of the mode of life in mid-twentieth century Britain. Rather than concentrating on art

history as an academic subject in British higher education, Pevsner chose to emphasize the
importance of developing the aesthetic faculties of the general public and, by so doing, end the
monopoly of the elite in art, design and architecture.
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