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Research of "group dance™ in Modern Japan - Focusing on Rikuhei Umemoto"s
choreography
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This study focuses on the group dance works of Rikuhei Umemoto, who is
recognized as a pioneer choreographer of "new dance™ from the Taisho period to the early Showa
period. "Sonata Appassionata" was one of his representative group dance works performed in
Takarazuka Girls Opera ond Vienna in 1931. In this study its dance notation score was deciphered
with the cooperation of Umemoto dancers, and a reproduction performance accompanied by music was
realized. As a result, it was possible to clarify how "group dance™, an important element in the
modernization of dance, was embodied on the actual work.

In addition, by comparing with his other group dance works in different times, the influence of
western dance and body movement culture acceptance and social situation changed on the dance
technique and group dance choreography was also considered.
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