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James Tissot and modern visual culture : Characteristic representations in his
Femme a Paris series
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This_is a study of Femme a Paris series (1883-1885) by the
nineteenth-century French painter James Tissot (1836-1902). Through a detailed examination of
primary documents including unpublished material such as the first exhibition catalogue, fashion
culture magazines from the period, handwritten letters of Tissot, and the account books of related
art galleries, this study examines the fifteen large paintings and printed works of the series, and
explores Tissot"s motivation, the creative process involved, and the main reasons behind the finally

unpopular reaction from the public. Very conscious of the public"s response, Tissot composed these
oil paintings according to the conventions of the tableau while referring to commercial lithographic
fashion prints. He then remade the oil paintings as etchings with the purpose of selling them to
amateur art collectors. This, the study suggests, might be a method of creation original to Tissot.
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