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This project tried to rethink, through the deepened analysis of some
pictorial representations, the meaning of melancholy in the so-called "Post-human™ period where
Human Subjectivit% and Humanist ideals are questioned. The study was carried out in the vein of
Saturn and Melancholy" and " Melancolie: genie et folie en Occident”. The melancholy is inseparable
from the self-reflection (represented by the bent figure) which ?oes along with some aEprehension of

oneself and of his surroundings, expressed in works of art of all time. But we can ask the meaning
of this self-reflection in our century where the ancient melancholy (sad passion which can be
creative) seems replaced by the depression. If the angel of Durer could not fly, the contemporary
man falls, crashes, goes rusty (Kiefer). There might be no catharsis in some contemporary works of
art realizing "the ldeal of Black"(Adorno). It seems these works somehow try to restore "the meaning
of the World" which seems almost absent now.
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