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Research on the transformation of Ningyo joruri scripts and staging
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Ningyo joruri is one of Japan®s representative traditional theater arts,
inscribed on UNESCO"s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2003
(officially registered in 2008). However, due to the diminishing number of successors, the art is
becoming a single style, “ Bunrakuza theater” , and its diversity tends to be lost. In addition,
regional puppet theaters (in a form of the Japanese ballad-drama called Gidayu-bushi and the way to
manipulate a puppet with three people called sannin-zukai) also become mere copies of Bunraku. This
study aims to put into context the present Bunraku performances while scrutinizing the history of
Ningyo joruri performances since early modern times, particularly through unraveling the changes of
"Ningyo joruri scripts™ and "staging” to this day, and to find out the diversity of Ningyo joruri.
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