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New research on Danrin linked verse based on analysis of solo compositions

Nakajima, Takashi
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In this project, | surveyed various texts of solo linked verse sequences

(dokugin renku), transcribed those without prior transcriptions, and created a database of the
above. Using this database and focusing on Danrin works, | analyzed the expressive techniques of
linked sequences and the unique traits of solo compositions. In order to clarify the place of the
Danrin school in literary history, this work sheds light on technical elements, including seasonal
words, restrictions (e.g. kukazu, sarikirai), and other linking techniques. In addition, | annotated
5 newly discovered verse sequences and used these to trace the shift from Danrin to the Basho
school. 1 also conducted a study of 17th-century literary form, which lacked distinctions between
poetry and prose and between genres like theater, fiction, and actor reviews. To explore the nature
of literary form at this moment, 1 used the lens of “ genre and form” to analyze texts like
Ichinoya monogatari and Keisei hyakunin isshu.
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