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Poetic Representations of the Stuart Kings and of Popular Festivals during the
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This research project reﬂorts three major findings: first, royalist ﬁoets
praised Charles 1 and Il for their suffering a Christ-like Passion to restore England from the
Cromwellian government and the image of Christ as a king was profoundly associated with popular and
courtly festivals and with seventeenth century politics; second, certain historical documents
evidence that the Ranters may be identified with royalists in the luxuriousness of their lifestyles
and some examples of their Christmas feasts evince that the inherently incompatible groups of
royalists and Ranters both hoped for the arrival of their savior in their own ways; and finally, the

miscellanies of royalist poetry represented popular festivals that served to replace lost courtly
festivities and merriment.
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