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Orientalism and the invention of Minwa or the colloquial style of storytelling
of Japanese folktales
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In the Meiji era, some American and English writers such as Lafcadio Hearn
and Basil Hall Chamberlain took a deep interest in Japanese myths, legends, and folktales. They not
only studied them, but also rewrote them for the English readers. With their simple, readable style
and colorful Orientalism, those “ improved” English versions impressed Japanese writers and
stogytellers who were also trying to modernize the traditional Japanese stories for the young
readers.

With an increasing academic and popular interest in the oral traditions, their endeavors prepared
the invention of “ minwa” or the new colloquial style of storytelling of Japanese folktales.
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