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There was a tendency for scholars and critics in the eighteenth century to
value what they deemed to be the authorial intention to satisfy their own assumptions. Modern
editions are not entirely free from their influences. Meanwhile,finding a way of resituating
Shakespeare™s drama in its original historical context is not easy. Historical critics and
revisionists have been equally unsuccessful,since they based their reading on their fixed
perceptions of history in manners similar to the way in which those in the eighteenth-century relied

on their fixed imaginings of Shakespeare®s authorial presence behind his works. A potential remedy
to this may be sourced in the discipline of English law and literature, which locates Shakespeare®s
discourse in the context of the evolutionary ﬁrocess of English legal thinking before the eighteenth
century. Adopting their practice, my research has now come to the stage of establishing a
methodology of unwinding texts from eighteenth-century influences.
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