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This research project illuminated the ways in which literary forms often
naturalized and legitimated but at times contested and interrogated the figurations of nationality
in the post-1945 geopolitical space that traverses the U.S. and East Asia. By taking into account
the Foucauldian understanding of biopolitics whereby the figures of "population” are actively
induced and produced so as to enforce a narrowly delimited modality of "life" upon them, this
research project examined how "social formations™ such as military alliance and developmental
economy and "expressive forms" found mostly in American and Japanese-language literary works of the
period formed relationships defined by mutual complicity and resonance, on one hand, and critical
tension and recalcitrance, on the other.
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