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The boom years of postwar America, commonl¥ referred to as the Roaring
Twenties, and the Great Depression years of the 1930s, are generally considered to be two quite
different, even contrasting decades. In this study, however, | try to read them as a single epoch
sandwiched between two world wars, and explore the secret cultural-historical context that was
nurtured during the period of the "Twenty Years® Crisis" (E. H. Carr), when a new international
order centered on Britain and the United States was being formed. In particular, | will focus on the

movements of American exiles who fled the country during the Twenties and later became the driving
force of Modernism, as well as the political and economic conditions that encouraged their
expatriation. Rather than looking at the cultural phenomenon of modernism in the context of a
specific nation or region, my main objective is to see it as a transatlantic and dynamic movement
that unfolded "between™ two continents, America and Europe.
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