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This research project was successfully proceeded and implemented, coming
to fruition in papers, oral presentations at national and international conferences, and a
co-authored book.

It has been argued in these papers and presentations that literature on Australian indigenous
peoples can facilitate reconciliation between such groups and the majority ?roup; that while
writings by mainstream writers on refugees and asylum seekers reflect social sentiment, which can
sometimes be negative one, voices of such people in need can be heard through literature and letting

others know their problems, thus inspiring public ethics; that some women writers have sought and
found spiritual and guiding "mentors" from other cultures and societies than mainstream Australia,
resulting in deconstructing Western mindset. These findings show the new dimensions of Australian
literature as well as the positive roles of literature in society.
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