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I have conducted research on the 21th-century Asian American drama which
uses elements of Japanese theatre and literature as theatrical devices. | have especially focused on
the works of Japanese-American playwright, Chori Miyagawa. As an American playwright who was born

in Japan, and calls herself an “ outsider,” Miyagawa blends the works of classic Japanese
literature such as Tale of Genji, Sarashina Diary, Chikamatsu’ s Woman-Killer and the Hell of Oil,
and Japanese No Theatre into modern American theatre. Her experimental use of classical literary
works allows her protagonists to converse with historical figures, creating a unique effect within
the theatre and stage. With these points in mind, | have explored how “ memory” functions as a
dramatic device that goes beyond time and space in Miyagawa’ s works. | have also articulated how
Miyagawa transgress the boundaries of literary genres by blending Japanese novels, diaries and plays

into her dramatic works.
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