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Intellect and eroticism in Paul Valery
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Paul Valery (1871-1945) and Catherine Pozzi (1882-1934) who met for the
first time in 1920 and separated 1928, wrote more than one thousand letters between them. In
studying not only these soft end violent letters but also their diaries and Pozzi®s "Peau d"ame", we

revealed some peculiarities of their community of thought. (1) Their reflections on the body are
similar and they both tried to escape the second law of thermodynamics by creating works of art. (2)

"La Collinette™, the villa she bought in Vence in the South of France was an important space to
realize this community based on the unity of the two and the duality of the one. (3) The images
Valery will use later in love with Jean Voilier, such as total feeling and intellectual harmonics,
are already present in the letters exchanged between them.
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Paul Valéry, Lettres a Jean
Voilier, Choix de lettres, 1937-1945,
6 2016 32 44
www.geocities.jp/paul_valery_japon/Va
lery-Kenkyu.html

Catherine Pozzi / Paul
Valéry, La flamme et la cendre,

7 2017 89 99
www.geocities.jp/paul_valery_japon/Va
lery-Kenkyu.html
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