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The purﬁose of this research project is to look at the way views on the
cosmos in Tang literature have changed through the course of the Tang Dynasty,viewed through the
lens of how the objects(deities) of shrine sacrifices and these sacrificial rites themselves are
depicted in these works.This project is made up from three different perspectives.The first
perspective is offered by project leader Bunji Takahashi,who examines the ways in which female
deities in the Tang Dynasty were portrayed,despite goddesses traditionally not being the object of
worship in Confucian society.Contributor Satoshi Kato providees a second perspective,focusing on the
ritual sacrifice toward empresses,a phenomenon similarly hard to omagine in traditional Confucian
contexts.The final perspective is offered by Takashi Taniguchi,who tackles the question of how local
officials dealt with folk shrines devoted to unorthodox gods.
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