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A contrastive study of Romance definite determiners
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In this study the correspondences between the definite article and other
determiners in Spanish, French, Italian and Romanian are analyzed. The cases where the zero article
corresponds to the definite article in other languages are most observed in Romanian and least in
French, with Spanish and Italian in the intermediate positions on the scale in this order. This fact

shows that the French article system is the most developed among the four languages, and the
Romanian the least developed.
The cases where possessive adjectives correspond to the definite article are least observed in
Romanian and most in French. Taking into account the above observation, it can be said that the more
developed the article system is in a language, the less possessive adjectives are used. Significant
characteristics are not found for the correspondences of the definite article with demonstrative
adjectives or the indefinite article.
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