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The result of this study is as follows: (1) Bare topics exhibit the greatest
degree of root-orientation, whereas contrastive topics exhibit the lowest degree of
root-orientation. Among topic expressions categorized in between, thematic topics exhibit higher
degree of root-orientation than scene-setting topics. (2)Subordinate clauses tolerating
topicalization constitute phases, whereas those which resist it do not. (3) Thematic and
scene-setting topics interact with operator movement, whereas contrastive topics do not. (4) A
thematic topic is licensed via a probe-goal relation postulated in the minimalist theory in
generative grammar. (5) An element with extremely strong root-orientation occurs in Speech Act
Phrase, which is unique to a root clause.
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