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A study of Written Mongolian as an official language of Ching dynasty

KURIBAYASHI, Hitoshi

3,500,000

17

The Mongolian language was, besides Manchu and Chinese, one of the official
languages of the Ching dynasty from the 17th century to the 20th century. There exist a mass of
materials of Written Mongolian in such as voluminous Manchu dictionaries, official histories, and
documents of the central and local governments. We have investigated linguistic features of these
materials compared with "'classical Mongolian™ which was used in the xylographic editions of Buddhist
works and concluded that we should set the "premodern period” including classical(religious),
secular, and official genres in the history of Written Mongolian.

On the basis of the database of "official™ materials of Written Mongolian, which was made in the
p;oc?ss of our study, a text search system with images of original materials has been released on
the Internet.
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