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What in Japanese affects the development of Theory of Mind?
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It is widely acknowledged that Theory of Mind (ToM) is closely related to
language development. In particular, mental state terms are considered to play a substantial role in
the development of ToM. In this research project, we investigated the nature of Japanese mental
state verbs, how they are used by Japanese-speaking mother-child dyads compared to English-speaking
ones, and how mental state verbs and their syntactic properties affect the development of ToM in
Japanese-speaking children.

The results showed that Japanese-speaking children’ s understanding of tensed complements under
mental state verbs develops much later than English-speaking children, and the developmental delay
of ToM widely observed among Japanese children may be due to their incomplete acquisition of the
complement clauses. However, our analyses also revealed no correlation and no directionality between

them; therefore, there may be no causal relationship between them.
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“What did mother think she bought?”
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(e.g., Quine, 1961)
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