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The period when toddlers utter their first words is a miraculous and
interesting time for us researchers; there have been a lot of studies concerning the vocabulary
inventory of toddlers at a 1-word stage. It is found that in many European languages including
English, children®s vocabulary consists predominantly of nouns rather than other parts of speech
such as verbs, adjectives and prepositions. On the other hand, it has been proposed that children
who are acquiring other Asian languages such as Korean use as many verbs as nouns (Choi and Gopnik
1995). This research makes clear using both experimental as well as questionnaire methods whether
Japanese children first acquire nouns before verbs, or they acquire nouns and verbs in a balanced

manner.
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Children (both groups) who were faster at looking at the named object
also produced more nouns relative to verbs
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