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A contrastive study of speech disfluencies: How does the complexity of the
following constituents affect the occurrence of filled pauses?
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This study investigated factors related to the occurrence of fillers in
English and Japanese, using parallel spontaneous speech corpora. The results show that the
clause-initial filler probability is related to the immediately preceding boundary depth and the
immediately following clause length in both languages. However, a gender effect is observed only in
Japanese. The results indicate that factors triggering fillers partly depend on the language.
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/cb1 so/ so definitely (F uh) one of my most memorable moments in life was (F um) (ncb
when) when me and my family went on our panama canal cruise (nce when) /cel so/

/cb1/ (F um) my grandpa had wanted (ncb to) to do this for a really long time (nce to) /cel/

<cb and so when> and so (F uh) finally when all of us kids were at a good age <ce and so
when>

/cb1/ (F um) we decided (ncb to) to finally go (nce to) /cel/

/eb1 so/ so it was really cool /cel so/
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