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This study aims to describe the stylistic layer of lexicon in Heian period
Japanese, and prove that the layer is based on semantic structure.

We first tokenized tales sharing the same origin within Konjaku Monogatarishu and Wabun materials,
and Konjaku Monogatarishu and Kanbun materials, from which we then compiled a parallel corpora.
After extracting words having a high ratio of corresponding word types in the parallel corpora, we
were able to classify into three stylistic layer. Moreover,we were able to confirm five levels
stylistic layers of lexicon in Heian period Japanese, by investigating Corpus of Historical
Japanese. Through analyzing the meaning and usage of the word pairs, we clarified that they show
semantic distinguish between the words in each layers.

From these facts, it was possible to think that the stylistic layered structure is based on a
semantic structure.
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