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The change and cause of politeness strategy in the history of English Language
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This research explored the change in politeness strategies from the Middle

English period to the late Modern English period. In order to study it, | examined how politeness
strategies functioned by analyzing the expressions of requests, vocatives, apologies and promises in
each period. In the results, concerning requests, | concluded that expressions with auxiliaries
gradually increased. Vocatives were strongly related to politeness strategies in each period. There
were a variety of expressions for apologies or promises in each period. In conclusion, I found that
a lot of politeness strategies are skillfully used to open or close the psychological distance
between the speaker and the listener in the period under study.
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Could you Would you please
pray I pray

Brown and Levinson



Pardon me You pardon me

pardon me I pray you I pray
you pardon me. I am sorry
You pardon me I am sorry
1

I plight you(thee)

I promise you

I swear I warrant you
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