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The purpose of these studies was to investigate how EFL learners differ in
dictionary use focusing on pocket e-dictionaries, smartphone dictionary apps, and tablet dictionary
apps when reading English texts. Their look-up behavior, such as time needed, the number of looked
ups, reading comprehension, and retention of the look ups were investigated respectively. The
results showed no significant difference between pocket e-dictionaries and smartphone apps, however,

a difference was found in the retention of look ups between smartphone apps and tablets apps.

A questionnaire whose goal was to seek out differences in college students’ attitudes towards
dictionaries including paper and pocket type dictionaries, and smartphones was conducted. The
results showed college students made use of not only pocket e-dictionaries, but also Web searches
using their smartphones when reading and writing English passages.
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Laufer & Hulstijn (2001; 7) “depth of processing’
hypothesis (Craik & Lockhart, 1972) “...processing new lexical

information more elaborately will lead to higher retention than by processing new lexical
information less elaborately.”
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