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Does World Englishes help English learners lower affective filter? -An empirical
study
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The objective of this study is to find out if numerous contacts with a
viriety of English, i.e world Englishes in fact reduce the anxiety of learners of English in Japan
or lower their wall of affective filters. If so, does that increase the amount of input, output, and

interaction, which eventually leads to the development of higher English proficiency? To seek the
answers to the above questions, we conducted a series of studies over three years. One of them is to
find out if those who studied overseas with a large number of contacts with a variety of English
speakers become more comfortable with different English accents including their own, which increases
the confidence in using the language. We did find out that they become more confident with their
own variety of English and less anxious about speaking English. We also developed some teaching
materials with World Englishes in mind.Finally we proposed a model of World English from a pedagical
point of view.

world Englishes ELF affective filter anxiety
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A Model of “My English”

My ideal English (highly developed)

My best possible English (educated)

Communicati
Capability

My better English (globally intelligible)

- My current English (often unintelligible)

g Regional varieties  Sacial varietios s
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