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Water rights and water management associations in the middle reaches of the
Yellow river basin in the pre-modern China
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From the late 16th century the trade of water rights without land deal
increased more and more, which created not only a situation that some wealthy people accumulated
water rights but also a problem that distributed amounts of water to each villages decreased by
water rights flowed out from the villages. Under these circumstances, from around the 18th century,
villages themselves got involved in the trade through the intermediary of water management
assoclations. From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, local
communities began to insist governments should rely on not old customs but publicness when they
adjudicated the conflicts. This means local societies would prefer share of resources to an
oligopoly or monopoly, appearance of the term * public water” and “ private water” in documents in
this time could suggest the concept of water rights started to change.
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