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Historical Study about Milk Belief of Gingko Giant Tree

KOJIMA, KYOKO

1,500,000

A field survey and a historical search were performed about mother’ s milk
belief to a gingko giant tree of more than 6 m of the trunk round. And confirmation of its reality
and the historg study which wasn"t performed up to now were tried. The belief builds on “ chichi
“ formed into branches and trunk of gingko giant tree, it could be classified into 9 types.

There are no ways to check it scientifically about an age of the tree of a gingko giant tree. |
looked for a first record, reason of the planting, location, the change of the belief and the
preservation, etc. by a literature search about each gingko. The import from China to Japan of
gingko was said to be Muromachi era, but it was also planted older time from the consistency with
the knowledge of a research collaboration person, and could suppose “ chichi” was formed hundreds
of years later, and milk belief started, and to have spread Japan at various routes.
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