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The results of this research are two-fold. They concern 1) a new
understanding of pre-modern Ise that draws on a spatial approach; and 2) new light on the
con?ectivity between the Ise shrines and the modern Japanese populace through a study of Ise
amulets.

1) Ise comprises two sacred sites, the Outer and Inner shrines. My research shows 1) that for
pre-modern pilgrims (the majority of whom were men) it was rather the Furuichi pleasure quarters

that constituted Ise"s center, and 2) that the two shrines were in constant conflict over the nature
of the sacred in lIse.

2) lIse amulets first appeared in medieval Japan, but this research shows that they were transformed
in the modern period acquiring new sacred, political and commercial qualities, and that, distributed
annually in their millions throughout Japan, they served as a vital link between the Ise Shrines
and the Japanese people.
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