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Relationship between Mao Zedong, the Chinese Communist Party, and Society in
Rural Northern China during the Civil War Period: Land Reform Policy and the

Logic Justifying Rule by the Party
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This study, analyzing documents produced by the Chinese Communist Party

(CCP) Central Committee (CC), Mao Zedong, and the local CCP organizations in rural Northern China
from 1946 to 1949, considered how these groups viewed the relationship between land reform policy
and society. The CCPCC considered its land division policy to be compatible with a policy of
protecting middle-class farmers in Northern China. But this understandin? was based on rural Central
China in the 1930s -the reality of Northern China in the 1940s was completely different. Local CCP
organizations knew that the interests of middle-class farmers weren’ t compatible with the CCPCC"s
land division policy and were reluctant to carry out the policy. But these local organizations began
to change around May 1947; soon they followed the central leadership, including adoption of the
ultra left policy promoted beginning in October 1947. This policy not only confused society, but
also strengthened the CCP"s ultimate rule.
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