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This study researches disaster recovery and food problems of Beijing in
Early 19th Century Qing Dynasty. An unprecedented flood occurred in Beijing in 1801. The government
supplied rice of rice granary to disaster victims and made efforts for recovery of disaster. The
rice which circulated 1n Beijing was salary rice of soldiers originally. Soldiers sold salary rice
to rice merchants to obtain money. Rice merchants purchased salary rice from a soldier and sold it
as a product. Salary rice of soldiers was commercialized by rice merchants and circulated in
Beijing. The government accepted commodification of salary rice to stabilize provision of food in
Beijing. On the other hand the government controlled rice merchants and prohibited dead storage and
outflow of rice.
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