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This study attempts to establish a historical source of Indian democracy by
examining the influence of John Dewey in the development of the thought of B. R. Ambedkar. After his
study at Colombia University, Ambedkar repeatedly acknowledged his intellectual debts to Dewey"s
ideas on democracy, education and society. On the other hand, Ambedkar developed his own vision of
Indian history and society, by which to set the agenda for Indian democrac%. He applied Dewey"s
concept of associated living, to argue for the historical specificity of the caste system and
condemn the anti-social behavior, especially against the Dalits. He asserted that such a social
relationship was not inherent in India.
Although the development of associational life remained weak till long after his death, it is clear
today that the increasingly active participation of backward castes and Dalits in the spheres of
education and politics has become one of the main characteristics of Indian democracy.
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