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The main theme of this study is to make clear the relations between town
and state in the late medieval Europe. For that purpose, the research focused not only on the
economic aspects but on the legal & political ones in order to demonstrate how the premodern powers,

which were inevitably decentralized, could become centralized.

The relations between the feudal monarchs (Dukes of Brabant and of Burgundy) and the important
towns, such as Antwerp, Brussels, Leuven, and their "bourgeois forains™ (out-burghers) are analyzed
to make clear, even partially, the process of "Genesis of Modern State" in Medieval Europe.
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