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Comprehensive research on the trade network and technology transfer of ironware
and ornaments during the Lelang commandery period
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Regarding the change of trade network and technology transfer of iron and
beads making in Northeast Asia before and after the establishment of Lelang Commandery, this study
examined with archaeological and archaeometrical analysis. As a result, we revealed as follows.
First, Lelang Commandery became a node for trade, bringing glass from India and Southeast Asia to
the southern Korean Peninsula and the Japanese archipelago. Second, Han dynasty conducted diplomatic

exchanges with Wa (Ancient Japan) through Lelang Commandery, and provided Han mirrors and specific
iron weapons to promote competition with Byeon-Jin Han in Korea. Third, unlike Wa which imported all
the raw materials for metal ware, Byeon-Jin Han improved their iron production technology and
reformed diplomatic relations and trade networks in the latter half of the first centurx. Based on
these findings, this study concluded that the formation of Lelang Commandery promoted the growth of
political structures in Northeast Asia.
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