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A Bio-Morphological Study on Traditional Coral Reef Fishery
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Fishermen who catch fishes in the coral reefs classify reef morphology
in detail and give vernacular terms. Many studies on folk terminology of coral reef morphology has
been carried out, but their organic linkage to fishing activities has not. We studied the linkage in

several islands in the Ryukyus.

In this study, for example, we examined the organic linkage among the morphology, deposits,
organisms and fishing activities in depressions called * katama® by fishermen. We observed that
katama was circular in a plan view, and the floor was covered with numerous flat boulders. There
were small organisms under the gravels. According to our interview with fishermen, fishes turn the

ravels and feed these kinds of small organisms. It shows that fishermen have recognized katama as
important fishing grounds with their traditional ecological knowledge.
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