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Research on the Formation and Development of Funa-danjiri in Japan : Focusing on
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Through this research, | confirm the presence of over 500 "Funa-danjiri”

(ship-shaped floats) all over Japan. Many of them are strongly related to the livelihood or commerce
through ocean or river. But there are few cases not related to the water like "Ohune™ in Azumino,
Nagano Prefecture. The form of "Funa-danjiri" can be roughly divided into three types: "Gozafune"
(Shogun’ s ship in the Edo period), "Kaisen" (cargo vessel), "Kujirabune" (whaling ship),and the
other. Most ships were made after the Edo Period as the symbol of regional cultural, economic and
political identity. We can regard "Funa-danjiri" as a spectacular ship symbolizing political and
economic power at that time.

I found many various types of ships in the festivals through this research. It"ll be necessary to
study ships in the festivals with a wider viewpoint.
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