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This study is an exploration of the idea of indigeneity that functions, as
a counter-historical concept, to problematize settler colonialism as it appears in the margins of
Japan. Its ethnographic as well as historical foci are the following three sites: the Hawaiian
sovereignty movements, Ainu political-cultural movements, and Ryukyu ethno-national movements. Its
tentatively concludes that the idea of indigeneity unsettles the taken for granted historical
understanding of Japan as a modern nation-state, forcing to reckon the on-going process of settler
colonialism. It calls for a need of further study in which to investigate how the idea of
indigeneity might be coopted/resisted in the coming second decades of this century.
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