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Ancestor & MUENBOTOKE
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I propose that ancestor include MUENBOTOKE (disconnected spirits) .

The definition of MUENBOTOKE is not clear. Generally, after NENKIAKE(33 or 50 years after the
death), the spirit of the deceased is considered an ancestor of IE(the family of Japanese). In my
research, there are the facts by folklore that the spirit of the deceased after NENKIAKE become
MUENBOTOKE in various areas in Japan. The spirit of the deceased after NENKIAKE can be the spirit of

“ beyond the ancestor of family.”
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