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From Symbols of Stigma to Icons of ldentity:A Study of Ritual Puppetry in the
Revival of Awa(Tokushima) Ningyo Tradition.
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Awa puppetry, called Awa Deko-mawashi, had once disappeared due to social
discrimination against itinerant puppeteers in western Tokushima. Today, however, Awa ritual
puppetry appears to have made a comeback by the Awa Deko Hako-mawashi Hozonkai(Awa Puppetr%
Preservation Society) as a part of their struggle for equal rights. This study traces the history of

comeback in this retrieval process in the last two decades. It reveals transformations of one
specific type of ritual puppetry—kadozuke,” rites at the gate” under the influence of social
discrimination. It draws the itinerancy geographically, through the loci in which puppeteers have
brought to their footsteps light themselves by leaving puppets, costumes, and ritual implements on
bases of their activities on the road. This study also discloses that a certain number of hosts have

assumed an ambiguous attitude to puppeteers as outsiders associated with their otherness derived
from playing ritual services and begging even today.
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