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Characteristic Nature of the Castle Lordship in Medieval Germany
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According to historical materials ,it was made clear by way of examples of
four castles(Neuburg,Falkenstein,Hartmannsberg and Hernstein) which the Counts of Falkenstein of
German Upper Bavaria possessed that the castle lordship in the High Middle Ages was the same
lordship as the castelry(lordship of the castle) in the history of France. In other words, it was
investigated that the Counts of Falkenstein held and exercised in the surrounding territory of
those four castles the similar rights and powers to the castelry of French lord of castle,
especially compulsory rights and powers, that is the high jurisdiction (blood jurisdiction and high
expiating jurisdiction), protective lordship over church and monastery, compulsory power of
watermill-use, besides the manorial lordship and the lordship over castle guard etc. It was also
demonstrated that this conclusion is to be generalized up to the German castle.
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