©
2015 2017

Toward a theory on freedom of speech as objective constitutional norms
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This research focuses on freedom of speech as "objective constitutional
norms." The traditional approach supposed freedom of speech is an individual®s subjective right
toward state power. But due to the development of information and communication technology, internet

users can disseminate information. This change has resulted in instability of information sphere
and the decline of the mass media. It is necessary to develop the conception of freedom of
expression as objective norms which can give appropriate directions to legislation, administration,
judiciary and private actors” initiative for free flow of information and opinion. This research
shows the structure of freedom of expression as objective norms through comparison with United
States, Germany and Japan, and analysis of actual legal problems such as viewing fee for public
broadcast and right to be forgotten.
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