©
2015 2021

Meaning of "Republic® in East Asia

Kokubun, Noriko

3,100,000

1919

Republic of Korea)

Historically, the Republic of Korea was established during the provisional
government in 1919. Since then, Korea declared itself as a "democratic republic.” In this research,
meaning of the "Republic" is examined from a historical and present constitutional perspective, and
the following three characteristics are pointed out:

1. In East Asia, the word "Republic" historically used to be close to the social state that
preferred more about harmony than freedom. 2. In South Korea, however, the people of the "Republic"
are practically defined in the framework of the "Liberal Democratic Basic Order" under the
situation of division between the two Koreas. 3. The Constitutional Court plays a critical role in
defining the meaning of "Republic™ in present Korea.
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