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The efforts of "social cities” in the German law are interesting from the
point of view of urban renewal in the shrinking society. Professionals of urban planning and social
care are appointed as coordinators. The community grants subsidies to local groups to coordinate
various actors in the region. Through these, the community is regenerated. In Japan, the Road Act
and City Park Act have recently been amended to expand the scope of road and park occupancy. This
has given rise to the opportunity for a revival of the community, and neighboring people are
increasingly engaged in maintaining of public facilities. In both countries, a new significance of
public interest is recognized in the law regarding infrastructure.

Lately, the position is strong to highlight the competition and innovation that this difference
brings. The criticism of infrastructures based on traditional principles of the welfare state is
increasing. It is not yet known to what extent differences can be tolerated.
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