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Japanese Politics from a Global Perspective: An International and Time-Series
Analysis of Party Manifestoes
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In this study, e have completed the data of party manifestoes in the

Japanese general elections since 1960 based on the international method that enables the time series
and comparative analyses. The results show that the major parties of Japan have moved to the right,
with conservative parties becoming more economically liberal and radical parties becoming more
politically moderate, but compared to the two major parties in the UK, the US, and Germany, the
largest ruling and opposition parties in Japan have competed as the center-right and the left
parties. After the introduction of the new electoral system, the policy distance between the largest
ruling and opposition parties seeking power has narrowed and they came to appeal more universal
policies. Analyzing the manifestoes and the vote share of each party to estimate the positions of
the "Median Voter" in OECD countries, we find that the rise of far-right parties in Europe has been
preceded by rightward tilts of the electorates.
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