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The primary purpose of this research was to develop a theory about the talks
in the legislatures in conflict-ridden countries and test its validity. We therefore focused on the
Senate of the National Assembly in Nigeria, a semi-democracy with various types of conflicts. Some

of our findings suggest that the senators discuss various incidents of political violence in a
manner that largely reflects the interests of the electorates as a whole, and that the senators from
the districts severely affected by conflicts tend to fulfil fire alarm functions to direct the
Senate’ s attention to violent incidents of significance. However, we did not find any result that
suggest that the legislatures are actively monitoring the government in its responses to violent
conflicts, especially in the areas of the security forces’ violence against civilians and human
rights. We also found a delay in the legislatures’ responses to the shifts in the power balance
among the conflict-related actors.
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