©
2015 2017

Women®s Political Participation: Surveys of Instituional and Social Factors
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constituency facetime

What are the hurdles of women®s political participation? We aimed to reveal

institutional and social factors that inhibit women®s involvement in politics by conducting a
survey to Diet members and women®"s organizations. We found out that time was a critical resource
necessary to running for office. Since most women suffer from time crunch problems due to their care
responsibilities, the heavy weight of networking time investment impedes women®s participation in
politics. We then conceptualized the notion of "constituency facetime" which consists of various
activities in local constituencies that candidates are expected to fulfill. We also succeeded in
coordinating the same surveys in Korea and Taiwan and thus prepared the ground for further
comparative research. From the focus group survey of women activists, we found out that the distance
between political parties and women®s organizations constituted a hurdle for women®s descriptive
and substantive representation.
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