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This study analyzes how the successive administrations of South Korea in
the post-WWII period have attempted to take diplomatic initiatives in establishing regional
frameworks with the concept of "regionalist diplomacy®. Some of the findings of the study are 1)
South Korea shares the characteristics of the middle power diplomacy by showing strategic interest
in regionalist tendencies, 2) there has been a historical transition in South Korea"s regional focus

from the Asia-Pacific to East Asia and Northeast Asia, 3) middle powers such as South Korea and
ASEAN played critical roles in the progress of East Asian regionalism, 4) although there are strong
similarities among the successive South Korean regimes in terms of regionalist diplomacy, regardless
of their political positions, change of governments under presidential system impedes the
continuity of its implementation.
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