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Japan-Burma-US relations during the Vietnam War
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During the Vietnam War, Sato Eisaku administration aimed to prevent
Chinese infiltration into Burma. In other words, the goal of Japan®s foreign policy toward Burma was
to keep Burma neutral in the Cold War.

In order to accomplish the goal, Sato administration asked Burma to attend The Ministerial
Conference for Economic Development of Southeast Asia. However, Burma refused to attend the
conference because of her neutralism. In addition, Sato Administration gave new economic aid to
Burma. Sato wanted to play more important role as a "economic superpower™ in the international
community.

Moreover, the United States expected Japan to play important role in Southeast Asia.
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